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Who do you say I am? 
  

THIS QUESTION THAT Jesus asks his disciples is a question for each and 
every person on this earth. Our answer to it is vital. If, like St. Peter, we are 
able to say in faith, “You are Christ, you are Lord”, then we can become 
members of his kingdom and on the road to salvation, our ultimate destiny 
and fulfilment. 
 At the heart of our work with the youth of our diocese is this wonderful 
task of helping and forming these young people to be believers in Jesus 
and growing in their sense of being his disciples. This is the true treasure 
that the world cannot give; a living relationship with Jesus who leads us to 
the Father in union with the Holy Spirit. 
 
So where do we start? Primarily, this is a core responsibility of the family, 
when parents pass on their living faith to their children. As a Church we 
are called to supplement and help families in this task. (Our Catholic 
schools play a major role in this). Our work with young people in our dio-
cese provides another layer of reinforcement and development in the ways 
of faith, especially for those who do not have the ideal family situation or 
access to Catholic schools. It also provides that extra, wider, ‘Family of 
God’ perspective by gathering young people together who often feel quite 
isolated and few in number. (This is where pilgrimages and larger na-
tional/international events can play a big part). 
It all starts with an invitation, ideally a personal one, to get young people 
connected and communicating. With the deeper explicit intentions under-
lying the reason why we are doing these things, the Holy Spirit can work 
ever creatively through  the volunteers and helpers, supporting and con-
tributing to this diocesan work. 
 
There is nothing more uplifting than to see a young person grow in their 
sense of being a son/daughter of God, living in his love, and by the free-
dom of his truth. He is their way, their truth and their life. By our witness 
and our words we have to let them know this. 

 

 



YOUTH  IN  OUR  DIOCESE... 

  

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTING ON CHRISTUS VIVIT written by our Holy Father Pope Francis 

helps to give me a sense of direction for youth ministry. For me the key mes-

sages are the importance of creating a sense of belonging, being a part of a 

family amongst the young people; for us to offer opportunities for young peo-

ple to grow in their relationship with God our Father and to maintain a sense 

of youthfulness in a world grown old (CV v 32).  

People have asked; ‘What do I do, what is my role?’ But perhaps they are ask-
ing ‘What can I get them to do?’ My role is to support what you do in the par-
ishes and to support deanery and diocesan events that are running. I create 
events to support yours and build on that sense of belonging amongst the 
young people - belonging to our church community, belonging to a worldwide 
family, one that you can turn to at any point of your life. Surely once someone 
has started to feel a sense of belonging, their sense of commitment becomes 
stronger and when they have started to reach that point then they can begin to 
grow in their relationship with God. 

The key characteristic of a family is a place of love, nurture, forgiveness and 

acceptance amongst others. From my experiences as a child, I always felt this 

in my parish. Parishioners would ask me about school or other things that 

were happening in my life and so my relationship began to grow with the com-

munity and with God. When I was on a placement in France and felt alone and 

far from my friends and family, I turned to the church to find a sense of famili-

arity. People soon pulled me into the community, and I quickly felt a sense of 

belonging.  

I believe to encourage and develop that sense of community amongst young 
people we need to begin with where they are. That is both in interest and spir-
itually. As I begin to get to know the young people across our diocese, I am of-
fering a variety of events that will hopefully interest a majority of our young 
people. This is where working together will be supportive. You are the ones 
who have regular contact with the young people living in your parish and 
should be able to establish an understanding of what they are interested in. So 
far events have been limited due to the COVID outbreak but the future plan is 
to offer a more varied range. Some events will have a greater emphasis on 
community building whilst others with have a focus on spiritual development.  

  

 “For me the key 

messages are the 

importance of cre-

ating a sense of be-

longing, being a 

part of a family 

amongst the young 

people” 
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Next year’s focus for Youth Events is to build and develop that sense of 
belonging, or as Pope Francis calls it’ a sense of fraternity’. I plan to work 
with Rise Theatre to run a series of sessions that will be located in differ-
ent areas of the diocese; Truro; Dorcester; Exeter; Plymouth and possibly 
one other destination, (venues and precise locations to be confirmed).  

There will also be a residential event based on Dartmoor for the 11-16 year 

olds, offering a chance to explore their spirituality through outdoor pur-

suits. In addition, there is a series called ‘Where is God in this?’ which 

consists of a science day, music day and others to be planned. Although a 

majority of events will continue to be held in person there will still be the 

chance to join some through ZOOM.  

  

 

As Pope Francis states in Christus Vivit: We have a responsibility to reach 

out to our young people to help them feel part of our Catholic family. 

Your part of their spiritual journey may simply be to encourage them to 

engage with each other at coffee after Mass, or attend events, or you could 

take a more active role by supporting events.  

The last key point I feel Pope Francis asks through Christus Vivit is to 
maintain a sense of youthfulness. What a blessing to be given the privi-
lege to journey with the young people of our communities. A chance to 
develop our own spirituality and youthfulness. To recognise the inno-
cence of their own spirituality, exploring and understanding their rela-
tionship with God. A chance where we can learn from them, to remind 
ourselves of the innocent approach to our relationship with God. A 
chance to be challenged and keep our aging world young.    

 

 
 

Young people: we need to begin with where they are... 

“Please pray for 
the Genesis  

Mission”  

‘We have a  

responsibility to 

reach  

out to our young  

people to help them  

feel part of our  

Catholic family’ 

(Pope Francis) 

...keeping our aging world young  



  

Youth Events Diary! 

 

 

 

 
 

26th September: Youth Rally at St Rita’s Honiton– a great opportunity 
for all our young people aged 8 – 16 to meet and have fun together.  

 

8th October: Jesus Walks With Us – this is a private event for some of 
our diocesan schools.  

 

16th October: Youth Leaders Conference – To bring together everyone 
that is interested in supporting our youth in parishes, deanery and diocese 
along with those that have been doing things and are happy to share their 
experiences. It is a chance to celebrate the great things that have been 
happening, but also to look to the future to see how we can support our 
young people.   

 

24th – 28th October: Senior Camp – the annual senior camp will be help 
at Buckfast Abbey. This camp is for young people aged 11- 16. For Further 
information please contact seniorcamp@prcdtr.org.uk 

 

5th November: Youth Environmental Service. The Plymouth Schools 
come together to celebrate Mass with Bishop Mark to pray for our envi-
ronment.   

 

17th and 18th November: Advent - a time of preparation workshops. 
This is a closed event for some of our Plymouth Schools. 

 

Further details and to be able to book on events please contact: 
saskia.hogbin@prcdtr.org.uk 
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Soon to be 
launched….  

An electronic 
Youth Events 
Newsletter! 

This is an opportunity 
to share information 

about Youth Events, to 
hear what you are do-

ing and a chance to 
discuss challenges and 

consider different 
ways of running 

things. To receive this, 
please email me:  

saskia.hogbin@prcdtr.
org.uk 

mailto:seniorcamp@prcdtr.org.uk
mailto:saskia.hogbin@prcdtr.org.uk
mailto:saskia.hogbin@prcdtr.org.uk
mailto:saskia.hogbin@prcdtr.org.uk
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MANY PEOPLE ACROSS the 

Plymouth diocese have now taken 

part in MISSION MADE POSSI-

BLE - a preparatory course in in-

tentional discipleship and evange-

lisation. Furthermore, it is also a 

spiritual journey that forms a mis-

sionary attitude, leading to the liv-

ing of an inspired (in spirit) and 

intentional life. In fact it’s a fan-

tastic journey for the participants 

and leaders of the course. 

However, Fr. Colin Groombridge 
from Church of the Assumption of 
Our Lady, Abbey Road, Torquay, 
wanted to take this a stage fur-
ther. His idea was that all those 
who had been sacramentally pre-
pared – for Reception into the 
Catholic Church, the parents of 
children who had made their First 
Holy Communion and the newly 
confirmed –should also partici-
pate in Mission Made Possible – 
as a continuation of their for-
mation. 

Here at Abbey Road, we are proud 

that our parish has been the pilot 

for young newly confirmed adults 

who have undertaken the course. 

It was an enriching and wonderful 

journey with two young people, 

totally inspirational and refresh-

ing. 

 Linden – one of these - says as a 

result of participating in the 

course:  

 

 

 

 

“As a recently confirmed 

person this course has given 

me the tools to grow my 

evangelisation. I am talking 

about my faith more and 

taking advantage of natural 

conversations to do this. I‘m 

also exploring prayer much 

more, including the Rosary. 

As the Spirit led me to these 

sessions, I will take the les-

sons forward to be open to 

opportunities for the Spirit 

to enter my life.” 

James, the other newly confirmed 
young person who took part in the 
course, offered these reflections: 

“The course has been a real 
eye opener for me, since it 
has given me more perspec-
tive as a follower of Christ. It 
has also made the relation-
ship between myself and God 
stronger than before”.  

 James was particularly struck by 

the lives of the saints and martyrs 

who suffered and ultimately died 

to share the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. He even did his own extra 

research to find out more about 

those saints which were covered 

in the course!  

What a wonderful start to a life of 

faith for these young people – to 

be given the tools to be able to 

evangelise so early on in both 

their life and faith journeys. 

*Names have been changed to 
protect identity 
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“As a recently 

confirmed per-

son this course 

has given me the 

tools to grow my 

evangelisation” 

(Linden) 

 

Confirming Our Mission! 
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Franciscan at Home Workshops 

Steubenville University’s Franciscan at Home is the catechetical resource for 
our diocese and now offers a range of around 150 workshops to suit your needs 
and interests. The online format allows you to make up a group from any part of 
the Diocese who have an interest in a particular topic. 

There are a number of groups running in our diocese and this is what people are 
saying: 

‘I have been enjoying taking part … It is really helpful and encouraging to go 
through the workshops and learn from other people…the group are so encourag-
ing. Thank you again.’ 

‘… Discovering a deeper more personal relationship with Jesus’  
‘I am thrilled with all talks, catechesis and readers.’ 
 

 
What’s available: 

Four new Franciscan at Home online workshops are beginning this month: 

* Monday evenings: The Deposit of Faith: An Introduction to the Catechism 
- online at 19.30, we come from all parts of the Diocese and all are welcome. 

To join this group contact Deborah van Kroonenburg:  

deborah.vanKroonenburg@prcdtr.org.uk 

* Wednesday evenings: Sacred Scripture: The Big Picture, online at 19.00, 
open to all.  To join this workshop contact Deborah van Kroonenburg:  

deborah.vanKroonenburg@prcdtr.org.uk 

*Wednesday evenings: Building the Mentoring Relationship: Empathic Lis-
tening,  

For parishioners from Truro beginning 22/09/21 at 7.30pm, online.  

This is a Parish group (Our Lady of the Portal and St Piran). To join this group-
contact Patrick Mc Govern pmcgovern1952@gmail.com  

 
*Coming soon - The Principle of Sacramentality, our longest run-
ning Franciscan at Home group and starting online again on 
22/09/21 All welcome.  

Please contact Alice Bell if you are interested in these lively and engaging 
sessions: alicemarybell@yahoo.co.uk 

If you would like to join an existing workshop or to have help to start one of 
your own, contact 

 Deborah van Kroonenburg deborah.vanKroonenburg@prcdtr.org.uk 

‘I am a mission on 
this earth; that is the 
reason why I am here 
in this world’.  
 

(Evangelii Gaudium – 
Pope Francis) 

mailto:deborah.vanKroonenburg@prcdtr.org.uk
mailto:deborah.vanKroonenburg@prcdtr.org.uk
mailto:pmcgovern1952@gmail.com
mailto:deborah.vanKroonenburg@prcdtr.org.uk


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Be the Gospel 

for someone’. 

If you want to 
know how to 
share your faith 
with friends, fami-
ly or to whomever 
God sends to you, 
please get in 
touch with the 
team. 

Marriage & Family 

As couples come to Church again, asking to be married we are seeking faith-
filled parish sponsors, married at least five years, to accompany them in their 
journey of preparation. This is a process which is enriching for the sponsors’ 
marriage as well as that of the engaged couple and most sponsors find it an 
enjoyable experience. The sponsor couple follows the same online pro-
gramme with tasks and videos, and then meets up with the engaged couple 
from time to time to discuss it.  

For more information on SmartLoving marriage preparation or sponsoring, 
contact: Deborah van Kroonenburg  

deborah.vanKroonenburg@prcdtr.org.uk  
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Do you want to be able to share your faith with others but don’t know where 
to start? Do you find it difficult to talk about with your nearest and dearest? 
Are you afraid you might be asked difficult questions and won’t have all the 
answers? Mission Made Possible will help you with all these things and there 
are sessions starting near you very soon.  

To register or for more information please contact a member of the team: 

pippa.worth@prcdtr.org.uk 

joe.harrison@prcdtr.org.uk 

julia.beacroft@prcdtr.org.uk 

michele.thompson@prcdtr.org.uk  

Catch Up… 

We were very honoured 
earlier this month when 
Maria Heath, Chair of 
the Catholic Charismatic 
Movement UK, spoke to 
our diocese on how we 
are simply “Made For 
Mission” 

 
If you missed this inspir-
ing event, or want to see 
it again, you can go to 
the Diocesan Web-
site:https:www.plym
outh-diocese.org.uk/ 
and look under the 
Latest News or you 
can view it directly 
on YouTube via this 
link https://
youtu.be/
I0Dyt30DRoo 

mailto:deborah.vanKroonenburg@prcdtr.org.uk
mailto:Pippa.worth@prcdtr.org.uk
mailto:Joe.harrison@prcdtr.org.uk
mailto:Julia.beacroft@prcdtr.org.uk
mailto:Michele.thompson@prcdtr.org.uk
https://www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/
https://www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/I0Dyt30DRoo
https://youtu.be/I0Dyt30DRoo
https://youtu.be/I0Dyt30DRoo


CONTACT US: 

Fr. Jonathan Bielawski 

jonathan.bielawski@prcdtr.org.uk 

Michele Thompson 

michele.thompson@prcdtr.org.uk 

Joe Harrison 

joe.harrison@prcdtr.org.uk 

Pippa Worth 

pippa.worth@prcdtr.org.uk 

Julia Beacroft 

julia.beacroft@prcdtr.org.uk 

 Deborah Van Kroonenburg 

Deborah.vanKroonenburg@prcdtr. 

org.uk 

Saskia Hogbin 

saskia.hogbin@prcdtr.org.uk 

Fr Robbie Low Presents... 

EVANGELISING FOR THE SHY, THE  

HESITANT AND THE INCOMPETENT! 

 

Thursday October 14th  

7pm – 8pm (includes Q&A) 

 

 
 

‘EVANGELISING is for the loud and obnoxious know- it -all's? 
Yes? 

I wouldn't know what to do or say. 
My job is just to try to live a good life etc etc. 
After all St Francis didn’t use words did he? 
Evangelising is down to the clergy surely?' 

 

The fact is the Lord does ask a little more of us. 
WE ARE THE BEARERS OF THE GOOD NEWS. 

We are the Church. If we don't do it, nobody will. 
So....if you are shy, hesitant or even downright incompetent 
let's get together and see what simple things we can do to 

make a difference and bring people to Jesus. 
 

Please register for this FREE event using the following link and you will 
receive an invitation to join on Zoom: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/evangelising-for-the-shy-the-
hesitant-and-the-incompetent-fr-robbie-low-tickets-174116445977 

CATHOLIC VOICES Presents... 

‘Reframing and the Principles of Civil Communication’ 

Saturday November 13th 11.30am – 1pm 

Catholic Voices (www.catholicvoices.org) exist to train Catholics to defend the faith with charity and clari-
ty, whether with a family member, a friend or in the public arena.   

Join this invaluable session with Catholic Voices to find out how best to communicate with charity and clari-
ty the beauty of the Catholic faith. In this online workshop, you will learn the Catholic Voices method of re-
framing, as well as the principles of civil communication. “Essentially, how to make what matters to you 
matter to someone else” 

Booking details for this event will be available soon via your parish newsletter and social media, but if you 
would like to make an early registration, email: michele.thompson@prcdtr.org.uk. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/evangelising-for-the-shy-the-hesitant-and-the-incompetent-fr-robbie-low-tickets-174116445977
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/evangelising-for-the-shy-the-hesitant-and-the-incompetent-fr-robbie-low-tickets-174116445977
http://www.catholicvoices.org/
mailto:michele.thompson@prcdtr.org.uk

